
Gospel poverty:
one of three vows for religious life

Text from Take Five for Faith. Used with permission. Visit www.TakeFiveForFaith.com 

ARE THE RICH IN OR OUT? Blues singer
Bessie Smith said, “I’ve been poor,
and I’ve been rich. Rich is better.”
Despite all the cautions about the
dangers of wealth in scripture, few
people set out to be poor, not even
for the sake of the Kingdom. It’s easy
to point fingers at those richer than
ourselves and say they’re in trouble
with God and feel pretty smug
ourselves because we’re not in the
Fortune 500. But the danger is not in
possessing money or things. The
danger is in things possessing us. No
one wants to be poor, but when we
believe it is our stuff that makes us
matter, we just have to ask whether
our stuff makes a difference to God. 
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02 Giotto’s depiction of Francis of Assisi renouncing his father’s
inheritance before the Bishop is in the upper church of his basilica.

The text for this Vocation Update comes from Take Five for Faith, an e-mail
service from TrueQuest Communications providing daily 5-minute reflections on

each day’s eucharistic readings. A year’s subscription is $19.50. 
Call 800-942-2811 and receive an extra month free!

The Capuchin Vocation Office
is sponsoring a Milwaukee weekend

designed to help inquirers learn about
Capuchin life & ministry there.

March 2-4, 2007
Reservations required, contact:

Fr. John Holly
920-915-4400

jholly1953@yahoo.com 

“How hard it will be for those who have
wealth to enter the Kingdom of God!”

Continue your reflection on Gospel
poverty by checking out these

scriptures.

Wisdom 7:7-11
Hebrews 4:12-13

Mark 10:17-30


