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Province of St. Joseph

4 December 2006, #99 Todd Wieschowski begins novitiate

Yesterday, December 3, 2006, Todd Wieschowski and 13 others from nine provinces and vice-provinces in
Australia, Guam, Canada, and the United States were invested as Capuchin novices at St. Conrad Novitiate
in Allison Park, Pennsylvania. Before traveling to Allison Park, Todd spoke to Vocation Update about his
experience of and hopes for Capuchin formation.

VU: How have you changed since you became a postulant more than a year ago?

Todd: Spiritually, I notice the biggest change in
the way | pray at a different level. Becoming a
Capuchin opened me up to different prayer
forms. | particularly like that form described by
St. Clare of Assisi as gazing or reading,
considering, contemplating, and imitating. For
me, gazing at the cross became the focus of my
prayer. Socially, | notice that | connect with
other people much quicker and deeper than |
have in the past.

VU: What caused you to connect at a deeper
level with others?

Todd: That's simple. It was the confidence that
the Postulancy Program helped me achieve
while at St. Clare Friary in Chicago. Everyone at
St. Clare’s had a different role in building up my
confidence. Some encouraged me in my class
work. Others asked me to do things around the
house because | had certain skills. | could go on,
but, in short, they helped me have faith in
myself.
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VU: What happened when your prayer became more focused on the cross?

(@)
| -
©
n
-
©
&)
2
&)
-
©
| -
Y
-
L
&)
>
o
©
o

Todd: I'm more open to allowing God more control over my life. | can be pretty stubborn.
But gazing at the cross in prayer like St. Clare or St. Francis did helps me let go. | become
less resistant. | thought | had let go completely. But when | left Chicago for the three-
month prenovitiate program in Victoria, Kansas, | found myself having to let go even more.
I’'m pretty sure now I'm only beginning at this, but | hope novitiate helps me to let go even
more.

VU: What else do you hope will happen in novitiate?
Todd: | hope that I will grow deeper spiritually, first of all. Second, | want to be more open

to what God wants of me. | hope | can be more satisfied with what | discover from God.
Finally, | hope I'll become the Capuchin | have desired to be with my whole heart.




The new novices with directors of their three-month prenovitiate preparation program in Victoria, Kansas from left to right:

Charles Prolitka
Michael Di Bonaventura
Salvatore Cordero
Richard Mattox

Joseph Meno, Jr.

Richard Owens

Todd Wieschowski (back)
Peter Sloan (front)

Will Mullins

Ryan Trolball (back)

Ross Chamberland (front)
Craig Glantz

Sean Casie Chitty

Steven Tran

Matt Chominski

Edmund Walker.




